          DICK TURPIN’S DAY OUT. (Compact route sheet ) 207km Permanent Brevet de Randonneur. 
           Organiser: Tom Deakins, 31 The Causeway, Gt Dunmow, Essex CM6 2AA. 01371 876931.        

                             tom.deakins@btinternet.com

           Starting from The Dourdan Pavilion Car Park, The Causeway, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 2AA.

	Stage 1: Dunmow to Saffron Walden 22km
(To Town Centre for receipt:L from Rec. car park, SO-1st exit@mini-rbt, L@T. Retrace to The Causeway, cont. on Thaxted road, B184)

R into Causeway
SO@mini- rbts,B184 THAXTED
SO@RBT
cont. thru THAXTED (Turpin’s cottage on L- R side of Guildhall)

Cont. to SAFFRON WALDEN

SO@mini-rbts

R@TLS Radwinter Rd B1053
SO@TLS
Shortly R $ SUPERSTORE, CONTROL@ Tesco: garage, store, ATM

(Garage:06:00-22:00 daily, store:24 hours, 08:00 Monday-22:00 Saturday, Sunday 10:00-16:00)

Stage 2: Saffron Walden to Acton 42km
Return to main road: R@T no$ (B1053)

Thru RADWINTER, HEMPSTEAD (now B1054), passing Bluebell Inn (Turpin’s birthplace, 1707) on L to STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD

Continue past Ford on R
R over bridge $ CLARE and IMM L $ CLARE B1054
R@T $ Braintree A1017

Soon L $ CLARE A1092 (cross River Stour to land of the rising sun-see county shield!)

Cont. CLARE, CAVENDISH to LONG MELFORD
Fork R@ Green & R@T $ Sudbury, ACTON
Shortly L $ ACTON by Bull Hotel(narrow turning-easily missed)
SO mini-rbt

R@T & IMM L $ ACTON                                  (Soon L $ LAVENHAM on RH bend, if controlling there-see below.) or cont. to 2nd R $ ACTON PLACE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
CONTROL @ WALLY’S CAFÉ

(Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Sunday: 06:00-14:30. Saturday:06:00-12:30)

Stage 5: Debenham to Sudbury  44km

Cont. on B1077 to edge of town. R $ WINSTON GREEN, PETTAUGH, where….
R $ CROWFIELD, CODDENHAM where…

R@T $ NEEDHAM MARKET B1078
L@T A140 (Dual carriageway, for a few 100 yds) or follow cycle route on L)

R@RBT $ NEEDHAM MARKET
Pass Needham Lake (toilets)
L no $: PUMP ST-just before T
IMM. L@T
IMM. R $ BILDESTON B1078
L@T $ SUDBURY
Soon R $ SUDBURY B1115
R@T $ SUDBURY B1115
Shortly after MONKS ELEIGH, L $ SUDBURY B1115
L@T $ SUDBURY B1115
2nd exit mini-rbt in GT WALDINGFIELD
SO RBTS $ TOWN CENTRE (MacDonalds on L@ 2nd RBT – can control here) 
L@TLS into SUDBURY one-way system
Keep in centre lane to bear R $ TOWN CENTRE Fork L to Market Place, $ Chelmsford A131 CONTROL: Shops, ATMs, Cafes (Bakers Oven on R-nearest), pubs etc
Stage 6: Sudbury to Dunmow  38km.

Cont. south on A131 to bear R out of Market Place $ Chelmsford A131
Fork L to rejoin 2 way road. Cross back over R.Stour
SO@TLS & climb Ballingdon Hill
In BULMER TYE, R $ CASTLE HEDINGHAM (CARE!)
In SIBLE HEDINGHAM: L@T $ Braintree
Shortly R at “Sugar Loaves” pub $ ST PETER’S CHURCH  (& WETHERSFIELD: $ obscured).

L after Church $ WETHERSFIELD

Thru FINCHINGFIELD, BARDFIELD, where R up hill after bridge $ DUNMOW B1057
In DUNMOW, L@T $ TOWN CENTRE, SO-1st exit mini-rbt.

L to Rec car park or return to Town Centre (Receipt) & ARRIVEE CONTROL  207KM
(Route checked December 2009)


	Stage 3: Acton to Walsham-le Willows 36km
L@T no $
1st R $ LAVENHAM
L@T $ Bury St Edmunds
Alternative CONTROL:LAVENHAM: Toilets on R after Church: cafes, pubs, shops
Thru town centre, soon R $ Preston.( By town sign).

2nd L $ Cockfield, (RH bend, top of hill).

2nd R $ THORPE MORIEUX
L@T $ FELSHAM
R $ WOOLPIT after Bull pub in Thorpe Morieux
R@T $ FELSHAM. 
After Felsham Church, bear L $ Stowmarket
L on RH bend, $ GEDDING
R@T $ WOOLPIT

R@T in DRINKSTONE, $ WOOLPIT 
1st L $ WOOLPIT
Shortly L on RH bend $ NCN route 51.(7.5 T limit)
Soon R, $ route 51
R@T no $
Bear L past Church to L@T $ A14
Cross flyover, SO RBT $ ELMSWELL
L after Elmswell Church
L@T $ GT ASHFIELD

R@T $ BADWELL ASH

In WALSHAM, R@X $ Wattisfield
CONTROL IN WALSHAM-LE-WILLOWS, (Pubs -6 Bells has no till(!) but will sign cards, shop – Rolfes do good pies!)

Stage 4: Walsham to Debenham 25 km
Cont. on Finningham Rd, R@T B1113 $ Stowmarket 

2nd L@(x) in Finningham, $ WICKHAM SKEITH 
At Wickham Street 2nd R $ THWAITE
L $ THWAITE, after Wickham Skeith
R@T A140 $ Ipswich
Shortly L $ Thorndon
Soon R, after bridge: $ DEBENHAM-hidden in hedge, on LH bend. (Narrow, poor surface)
L@T $ Pitman’s Corner
R@ staggered X $ DEBENHAM
L@T $ DEBENHAM   L@T $ Ipswich
R@T $ Ipswich B1077

CONTROL in DEBENHAM, Shops, (ATM at Co-op no good!), cafes, pubs                   

              KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS.

 R:-Right

L:-Left

SO:-Straight On

IMM:-Immediately

RBT:-Roundabout

mini-rbt:-Mini-Roundabout

TLS:-Traffic Lights

NCN:-National Cycle Network

T:-T-Junction

(x):-Cross Roads(-not give way)

$ Braintree:-Signed 
$ WETHERSFIELD:-Signed & Go To

Cont:-continue, thru:-through
@:-at

    This is designed to be a good winter ride, (for your Randonneur Round The Year Award?) with easy navigation in the beginning and final stages-possibly in the dark. Quieter A & B roads are taken, which should also have been salted if the temperature falls below freezing. The middle sections, from Acton via Debenham to Coddenham are on lanes which may be gravely, muddy, shady & slippery in winter
    The route is a ‘tweaked’ version of a Mesh Permanent from Dunmow; the return leg through Needham Market may also be familiar as the reverse of part of the Dunwich Dynamo. Minimum total distance is 207km, in practice this is more like 215. It follows in the footsteps (hoof prints?), of that early Randonneur and Highwayperson, Richard Turpin , (though he didn’t usually bother with receipts!!) You pass his cottage in Thaxted, where he was a butcher (and where financial difficulties led to a life of crime) and his birthplace, the Bluebell Inn at Hempstead. Most of his robberies, however, were committed near London, and York, where he was eventually caught and hanged.
    . There are also a number of cafés and pubs, in addition to those at control towns, notably in Clare, Lavenham, Castle Hedingham and Finchingfield, if you need to stop and warm up!
    If you need a bail out option, in case of for example, ‘mechanicals’ or extreme weather, there are railway stations near the route at Elmswell, Needham Market and Sudbury. Braintree is the nearest station to Dunmow, about 9 miles away via the B1256 (former A120-old Roman road running due west, $ RAYNE, from north of Braintree town centre).


